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Is anonymization effective? 
Created (semi-synthetic) dataset and 
challenge problems 
• Can we determine who a record 

belongs to? 
• Can we learn information about 

an individual? 
Challenging students to “break” 
different anonymizations 

Is anonymized data useful? 
Shadowing Diabetes care study 
using EHR 
Does analysis of 
anonymized data 
give the same 
results? 
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Can we anonymize text? 
• Redaction leaves text unreadable 
• Can we use ontologies to desensitize/deidentify text while retaining 

semantics? 

...this indicates that political philosophy 
leads congressional Republicans to pay 
less attention to narrow constituent 
concerns. 
 

...this indicates that political belief leads 
congressional humans to pay less atten- 
tion to narrow constituent concerns. 


