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Effects of repeating misinformation
• Repeated statements are given higher truth ratings, 

even if they contradict existing knowledge

Truth ratings for false statements
e.g., The Cyclops is the legendary one-eyed giant in Greek Mythology

Effect in daily life
• Receive 5 texts per day for 15 days (Exposure phase)

• Day 16 – Final survey (Truth phase)

• Rate truth (1 = definitely false - 6 = definitely true)

• Viewed 1, 2, 4, 8, or 16 times

How False Beliefs Form and How to Correct Them
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Effective short-form misinformation debunks
• How should fact-checkers phrase debunking tweets

to be most effective?

• Is providing the evaluation before the claim (e.g., 
“No, X did not do Y, as A claims”) more effective than 
after the claim (e.g., ““A claims X did Y. No, this is 
false”)
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Both formats were equally effective both immediately
and 3 weeks later

Experiment 1

Experiment 2

Goals:

• Understand how repeated exposure to misinformation in daily life affects beliefs

• Determine the most effective formats for misinformation debunks by testing theories from 
memory, language, linguistics, and communications
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