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Equity
● Commuting time 

and poverty
● Access to Jobs, 

Healthcare, Food
● 700,000 people 
● 106 minutes

Why you should care about transportation 
infrastructure and equity

Sustainability
● 28% GHG US (1.5 

billion metric tons 
CO2)

● Air, Sound, and 
Water Pollution

Economic Benefit
● $1 : $5 
● $39 billion to the 

private sector

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/07/upshot/transportation-emerges-as-crucial-to-escaping-poverty.html
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/0818_transportation_tomer.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/fast-facts-transportation-greenhouse-gas-emissions
https://www.apta.com/news-publications/public-transportation-facts/
https://www.apta.com/news-publications/public-transportation-facts/


What’s the vision?

- Parking subsidies, Car culture, funding allocation (Nashville doesn’t have 
dedicated transit funding)

- Oil and gas company lobbying



What already exists?

- Transportation Demand Management
- Transit funding and policy advocating

- Savings calculator developed by Mobility Lab

- Think Tanks and Tactical Urbanism

https://labcd.mx/
https://www.civicdesigncenter.org/


What’s new?

● Lego Cities that model travel 
demand

● The Power of Without

● Micromobility integration into 

multimodal transportation

● Transit partnerships with 

Transportation Network 

Companies (ie Uber and Lyft)

● Pedestrian Study 

● RFID Scooter Localization

https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/mobcho/overview/
https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/mobcho/overview/
https://mobilitylab.org/2017/07/28/uber-lyft-push-make-paratransit-efficient-affordable/


Takeaway

- What I Learned
- Communication

- How the research space fits in

- What challenged me
- What do I do when I don’t know how/what to do
- Finding a niche to research

- What went well
- Collaboration and community within the lab


